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Kangaroo Island Catholic Community
(Part of the Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island Cluster of Catholic Parishes)

FIRST READING
Exodus 3:1-8,13-15
Moses was looking after the flock of 
Jethro, his father-in-law priest of 
Midian. He led his flock to the far 
side of the wilderness and came to 
Horeb, the mountain of God. There 
the angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in the shape of a flame of fire, 
coming from the middle of a bush. 
Moses looked; there was the bush 
blazing but it was not being burnt 
up. ‘I must go and look at this 
strange sight,’ Moses said, ‘and see 
why the bush is not burnt.’ Now the 
Lord saw him go forward to look, 
and God called to him from the 
middle of the bush. ‘Moses, Moses!’ 
he said. ‘Here I am,’ he answered. 
‘Come no nearer,’ he said. ‘Take off 
your shoes, for the place on which 
you stand is holy ground. I am the 
God of your father,’ he said, ‘the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac 
and the God of Jacob.’ At this Moses 
covered his face, afraid to look at 
God.
  

And the Lord said, ‘I have seen the 
miserable state of my people in 
Egypt. I have heard their appeal to 

be free of their slave-drivers. Yes, I 
am well aware of their sufferings. I 
mean to deliver them out of the 
hands of the Egyptians and bring 
them up out of that land to a land 
rich and broad, a land where milk 
and honey flow.
  

Then Moses said to God, ‘I am to 
go, then, to the sons of Israel and say 
to them, “The God of your fathers 
has sent me to you.” But if they ask 
me what his name is, what am I to 
tell them?’ And God said to Moses, 
‘I Am who I Am. This’ he added ‘is 
what you must say to the sons of 
Israel: “The Lord, the God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
has sent me to you.” This is my 
name for all time; by this name I 
shall be invoked for all generations 
to come.’
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
The Lord is kind and merciful.

SECOND READING
1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12
I want to remind you, brothers, how 
our fathers were all guided by a 
cloud above them and how they all 
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Email: cphkings@adam.com.au
Web: www.kicatholic.org.au

NOARLUNGA DOWNS 
CATHOLIC PRESBYTERY
Phone: 8382 1717

PARISH TEAM CONTACTS
Fr Charles Gauci (Parish Priest - 
phone 8382 1717)  

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131)

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Mrs Annette Roestenburg 
(8553 8281; rostie2@bigpond.com)
(All items for the newsletter must be 
received no later than Wednesday 
evening.)

MASS CENTRES 
• KINGSCOTE: Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help, Cnr Giles and 
Todd Streets 
Sunday - 9.30am
4th Sunday - Youth Mass - 6.00pm 

• PARNDANA: Uniting Church, 
Cook Street 
4th Sunday - 4.00pm

• PENNESHAW: St Columba’s 
Anglican Church, Cnr North 
Terrace and Fourth Street 
1st Sunday - 2.00pm

SPONSORSHIP
KANGAROO ISLAND 
TRANSFERS (0427 887 575) 
generously donate transport for our 
visiting Priests.

CHILD PROTECTION UNIT
Sally Wellington (Manager)
Phone: 8210 8268



 
FEBRUARY  ANNIVERSARIES 
Heather Barrett, Joan Marie Berden, Mary 
Clark, Phillip Deakin, Allice Ellick, Alfred 
Gray, Bernadette Hehir , Kenneth Howard 
, Ron King, Jamie Larcombe, Frank May, 
Tom Meaney, Allan Moray, Pat Pawelski, 
Horace Riley, Christopher Riley, Bert 
Willson   And all the faithful departed. 

 
 
. 

 
Prayers for the sick 

 
Please pray for Sam Baynes,  Helen Berden, 

Cath Cantlon,  Clarence Cook, Joelle 
Davidson,  Thea & Manning Depold,  Don 
Duffy,  Pam Elliott, Tony Fisher, Veronica 
Farnden, Sue and Charles Gorman,  Scott 

McCreary, Leigh and Phillip McDonald, Kate 
Palmer, Jack Pitcher, Anne Redden, Bill 

Roestenburg, Tim Ruge,  John Smith, Greg 
Turner, Karen Williams, Margaret & Harry 
Rich, Simon Slagter,  Nicki and Craig Hoar, 

Noel Grace, 
 

 May they know the healing love of Christ 
through our actions and His healing presence. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MAKING CONNECTIONS 
 

Attend carefully this week to cultivating 
your own relationship with God.  

Try to bring out the best in someone else 
as well. 

 
 

PARISH NOTICES –28/02/16 
 

1. Thank you to Fr Charles for saying Mass for us 
today. 

 
  2.   Next  week there will be Mass with Fr Tony. 
     
   3.  Today - Parish Pastoral  Council extended meeting 
with a shared lunch. Every one is invited to attend this 
meeting after Mass 
 
    4 Ladies Guild - Monday 29th Feb 9-30am 
	
  

 
   
 

 
 

Generational poverty has led to many challenges in 
 Dominic’s community in Papua New Guinea, including 
 gender inequality, alcohol abuse and violence. Since 
 receiving training in the Caritas Australia supported 
 Community Conversations program, Dominic has 
 learnt communication and problem solving skills to 
 lead his community towards a more peaceful, 
 prosperous future.  
 
Please donate to Project Compassion 2016 and 
 help empower communities in Papua New Guinea 
 to lead their own development and create more 
 harmonious futures. You can donate through  
Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or  
phoning 1800 024 413. 
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MOURNING OUR 
BARRENNESS

Several years ago, while teaching a 
summer course at Seattle University, 
I had as one of my students, a 
woman who, while happily married, 
was unable to conceive a child. She 
had no illusions about what this 
meant for her. It bothered her a great 
deal. She found Mother’s Day very 
difficult. Among other things, she 
wrote a well-researched thesis on the 
concept of barrenness in scripture 
and developed a retreat on that same 
theme which she offered at various 
renewal centers.

Being a celibate whose vows also 
conscript a certain biological 
barrenness, I went on one of her 
weekend retreats, the only male 
there. It was a powerful group 
experience, but it took most of the 
weekend for that to happen. Initially 
most everyone on the retreat was 
tentative and shy, not wanting to 
admit to themselves or others the 
kind of pain the loss of biological 
parenthood was creating in their 
lives. But things broke open on the 
Saturday night, after the group 
watched a video of a 1990s British 
film, Secrets and Lies, a subtle but 
powerful drama about the pain of not  
having children. The tears in the 
movie catalyzed tears within our 
group and the floodgates opened. 
Tears began to flow freely and one 
by one the women began to tell their 
stories. Then, after the tears and 
stories had stopped, the atmosphere 
changed, as if a fog had lifted and a 
weight had been removed. Lightness 
set in. Each person in the group had 
mourned her loss and now each felt a 
lightness in knowing that one might 
never have a child and still be a 
happy person, without denying the 
pain in that.

Barrenness is not just a term that 
describes a biological incapacity to 
have children or a life-choice to not 
have them. It’s wider. Barrenness 
describes the universal human 

condition in its incapacity to be 
generative in the way it would like 
and the vacuum and frustration that 
leaves inside lives. Karl Rahner 
summarizes that in these words: In 
the torment of the insufficiency of 
everything attainable we ultimately 
learn that here, in this life, all 
symphonies must remain 
unfinished.  No matter if we have 
biological children of our own or 
not, we still all find ourselves barren 
in that for none of us is there a 
finished symphony here on earth. 
There’s always some barrenness left 
in our lives and biological 
barrenness is simply one analogate 
of that, though arguably the prime 
one.  None of us die having given 
birth to all we wanted to in this 
world.

What do we do in the face of this? Is 
there an answer? Is there a response 
that can take us beyond simply 
gritting our teeth and stoically 
getting on with it? There is. The 
answer is tears. In mid-life and 
beyond, we need, as Alice Miller 
normatively suggests in her classic 
essay, The Drama of the Gifted 
Child, to mourn so that our very 
foundations are shaken. Many of our 
wounds are irreversible and many of 
our shortcomings are permanent. We 
will go to our deaths with this 
incompleteness. Our loss cannot be 
reversed. But it can be mourned, 
both what we lost and what we failed 
to achieve. In that mourning there is 
freedom.

I have always been struck by the 
powerful metaphor inside the story 
of Jephthah’s daughter in the biblical 
story in the Book of Judges, chapter 
11. It captures in an archetypal 
image the only answer there is, this 
side of eternity, to barrenness. 
Condemned to death in the prime of 
her youth by a foolish vow her father 
made, she tells her father that she is 
willing to die on the altar of 

sacrifice, but only on one condition. 
She will now die without 
experiencing either the 
consummation of marriage or the 
birthing of children. So she asks her 
father to give her two months before 
her death to “mourn her virginity”. 
Properly mourned, an incomplete 
life can be both lived in peace and 
left in peace.

Tears are the answer to barrenness, 
to all loss and inadequacy.  Marilyn 
Chandler McEntyre, in her book, A 
Faithful Farewell, has this to say 
about tears: “Tears release me into 
honest sorrow. They release me from 
the strenuous business of finding 
words. They release me into a 
childlike place where I need to be 
held and find comfort in embrace – 
in the arms of others and in the arms 
of God. Tears release me from the 
treadmill of anxious thoughts, and 
even from fear. They release me 
from the strain of holding them back. 
Tears are a consent to what is. They 
wash away, at least for a time, denial 
and resistance. They allow me to 
relinquish the self-deceptive notion 
that I’m in control. Tears dilute 
resentment and wash away the 
flotsam left by waves of anger.”

Not insignificantly, tears are salt 
water. Human life originated in the 
oceans. Tears connect us to the 
source of all life on this earth, within 
which prodigal fecundity trumps all 
barrenness.

You can read, or download, Ron 
Rolheiser’s weekly columns from his 
website at: www.ronrolheiser.com
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Ron Rolheiser column
Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priest and member of the Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate, is president of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. 
He is a community-builder, lecturer and writer. His books are popular throughout the 
English-speaking world and his weekly column is carried by more than sixty 
newspapers worldwide.
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passed through the sea. They were 
all baptised into Moses in this cloud 
and in this sea; all ate the same 
spiritual food and all drank the same 
spiritual drink, since they all drank 
from the spiritual rock that followed 
them as they went, and that rock was 
Christ. In spite of this, most of them 
failed to please God and their 
corpses littered the desert.
  

These things all happened as 
warnings for us, not to have the 
wicked lusts for forbidden things 
that they had. You must never 
complain: some of them did, and 
they were killed by the Destroyer.
  

All this happened to them as a 
warning, and it was written down to 
be a lesson for us who are living at 
the end of the age. The man who 
thinks he is safe must be careful that 
he does not fall.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord 
Jesus Christ!
Repent, says the Lord;
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord 
Jesus Christ!
GOSPEL
Luke 13:1-9
Some people arrived and told Jesus 
about the Galileans whose blood 
Pilate had mingled with that of their 
sacrifices. At this he said to them, 
‘Do you suppose these Galileans 
who suffered like that were greater 
sinners than any other Galileans? 
They were not, I tell you. No; but 
unless you repent you will all perish 
as they did. Or those eighteen on 
whom the tower at Siloam fell and 
killed them? Do you suppose that 
they were more guilty than all the 
other people living in Jerusalem? 
They were not, I tell you. No; but 
unless you repent you will all perish 
as they did.’
  

He told this parable: ‘A man had a 
fig tree planted in his vineyard, and 
he came looking for fruit on it but 
found none. He said to the man who 
looked after the vineyard, “Look 
here, for three years now I have been 
coming to look for fruit on this fig 
tree and finding none. Cut it down: 
why should it be taking up the 
ground?” “Sir,” the man replied 
“leave it one more year and give me 

(Continued from page 1) time to dig round it and manure it: it 
may bear fruit next year; if not, then 
you can cut it down.”’

MISERICORDIAE VULTUS – 
THE FACE OF MERCY

In section 6 of the Bull of Indiction, 
Pope Francis quotes several extracts 
from the Psalms, which focus on the 
quality of mercy.
 

“He heals the broken-hearted, and 
binds up their wounds...the Lord lifts 
up the down-trodden, he casts the 
wicked to the ground.” (Psalm 
147:3, 6) 

DID YOU KNOW?
• The pool of Siloam was a reservoir 

which lay within the city walls of 
ancient Jerusalem. During the 
reign of King Hezekiah an 
extraordinary tunnel was dug 
through bedrock so that the city 
would have an ample water supply 
in times of siege.

• We have no evidence outside the 
biblical text of the incident 
referred to here where Pilate 
‘mingled the blood of the 
Galileans with their sacrifice’ but 
such an act is not out of character. 
Pilate had a reputation for being a 
brutal military leader.

• At the time in which Jesus lived, 
suffering was often considered to 
be a punishment from God for sin 
committed.

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
(29 February - 6 March)

• Monday, 29: Monday, 3rd week 
Lent  (2Kg 5:1-15; Lk 4:24-30)

• Tuesday, 1: Tues, 3rd week Lent  
(Dan 3:25, 34-43; Mt 18:21-35)

• Wednesday, 2: Wed, 3rd week Lent  
(Deut 4:1, 5-9; Mt 5:17-19)

• Thursday, 3: Thursday, 3rd week 
Lent  (Jer 7:23-28; Lk 11:14-23) 

• Friday, 4: Friday, 3rd week Lent  
(Hosea 14:2-10; Mk 12:28-34)

• Saturday, 5: Saturday, 3rd week 
Lent  (Hosea 5:15-6:6; Lk 
18:9-14)

• Sunday, 6: 4th  Sunday Lent 
(Joshua 5:9-12; 2 Cor 5:17-21; Lk 
15:1-3, 11-32)

REGULAR MASS TIMES IN
OUR CLUSTER CHURCHES

ALDINGA 
Mary of Galilee, the First Disciple 

cnr Quinliven and Howe Roads
Saturday 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.15am 

GOOLWA
St John the Apostle, 10-14 Gardiner St

Sunday 9.00am
Wednesday 9.30am

KINGSCOTE 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
cnr Todd and Giles Streets

Sunday 9.30am
4th Sunday (Youth Mass) 6.00pm

NOARLUNGA
St Luke, the Evangelist, 

cnr Honeypot Rd and Goldsmith Dve
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am

1st Sunday 11.00am (Spanish Mass)
2nd Sunday 2.00pm (Filipino Mass) 

Sunday (Youth Mass) 5.30pm
Monday 9.00am
Tuesday 9.00am

Wednesday 7.00am, 7.30pm
Thursday 9.00am (St John’s School)

Friday 10.00am

NORMANVILLE
St Peter, Cape Jervis Road

1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 10.30am
2nd, 4th Sundays 8.30am

1st Friday 6.00pm

PARNDANA
4th Sunday 4.00pm

PENNESHAW
St Columba, North Terrace 

(shared with Anglicans)
1st Sunday 2.00pm

SEAFORD
Seaford Ecumenical Mission, Grand Bvd

Sunday 10.45am
Wednesday 9.00am

VICTOR HARBOR
St Joan of Arc, 30 Seaview Road

Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 11.00am
Tuesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday (other than 1st) 9.00am
1st Friday 11.30am

WILLUNGA
St Joseph, 12 St Judes Street
1st, 3rd, 5th  Sundays 8.30am

2nd, 4th Sundays 10.30am
Wednesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday 9.00am
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